22               INTRODUCTORY MATTERS,

be led to suppose, that his authority was peaceably
established over the whole of that space, in like
manner as the British authority is established
within the  districts marked as   its immediate
possessions.   This, however, is quite inconsistent
with the character of Mahratta conquest.   Instead
of commencing with the removal of the existing
government, and the general assumption of the
whole authority to himself, a Mahratta chieftain
begins, by appearing at the season of harvest, and
demanding a consideration for his forbearance in
withholding the mischief he has it in his power
to inflict.    The visit is annually repeated, and the
demand proportionally enhanced.   Whatever is
thus exacted is called the Chout, and the process
of exaction a Moolkgeeree (country-taking) ex-
pedition.   When the same chieftain has been in
the habit of continuing his annual exactions from
a certain district for a number of successive years,
he considers the practice of making thfem a mat*
ter of right and property, and resents the interfer-
ence of a stranger as an invasion of his possessions*
In process of time, perhaps, he has a cantonment,
i)i reduces a fort and establishes himself in the
neighbourhood; his exactions swell to the fall
amount of the revenue; and, in the end, the
authorities that may heretofore h$ve retained the
local administration by paying these exactions,
will either be, superseded and reduced to mere